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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Our faith calls us to respond to our brothers and sisters in need. In this “Year of Faith”, it is incumbent on us to live that 
faith by lending assistance to the poor and affl  icted.

We are privileged to have Catholic Charities provide a leadership role in the service of charity in our diocese. Catholic 
Charities strives to not only provide excellence in human services, but distinguish its service as a refl ection of God’s love 
and compassion for those in need.

In 2012, Catholic Charities was again at the forefront of charitable outreach, particularly in helping the homeless of the 
diocese. Sojourner House in Eau Claire and the Warming Center in La Crosse provided thousands of sheltered stays 
for homeless guests. With these established shelters as a model, we are happy and privileged to extend ministry for the 
homeless to Wausau, where a new warming center opened in February 2013.

Caring for the homeless is just one of many services Catholic Charities provided in 2012. In fact, its services are as 
diverse as needs of the people of the diocese. Th ey include St. Lawrence Community Services, which provides fi nancial 
education and outreach; Adoption Services, which helps build families through adoption; Disability Services, which 
assists individuals with developmental and emotional disabilities; Immigration Services, which provides legal assistance 
to immigrants seeking naturalization; and Disaster Response, which provides relief and recovery services to persons and 
families dealing with natural disasters.

I hope you will take a few moments to read the stories contained in this Annual Report. I ask that you continue your 
prayers and fi nancial support for this important ministry. May God bless you for investing in a ministry that inspires hope 
to so many in our diocese.

Very truly yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend William Patrick Callahan, OFM, Conv.
Bishop of La Crosse Bishop of La Crosse 

Bishop Callahan with Newman High School Students at the 2013 Wausau Lenten Luncheon



    Job Training is Hallmark of Transitional Services Program

Like many 20 year-olds, Luke Cochran dreams about his future.

“I want to attend radio school and fi nd a job as a DJ (disc jockey) or doing voice-over work,” he said.

As a three-year participant in Catholic Charities’ Adult Support and Transition Services (ASTS) 
program, Luke is working hard to achieve his dream.

He is one of many success stories for ASTS, which off ers training for young adults with 
developmental disabilities and special needs.  Soon aft er graduating from La Crosse Aquinas 
High School in 2011, Luke enrolled in classes at ASTS.  His areas of study included strategies 
for getting along with co-workers, managing money, safety skills and work ethic - all which 
prepared him for the workplace. 

ASTS is one of many programs under the Disability Services umbrella at Catholic Charities. 
Others include Day School for students with challenging behavioral issues that typical special 
education classes cannot address; Aft er School Program, which helps students improve their 
social daily living and educational skills; In-Home Support Program, which helps parents 
cope with children with special needs; and the recently opened Dwelling Place, a home that 
provides a residence, care, treatment and services for adults with developmental disabilities.

Luke has made the most of his training. Currently, he works 
part-time at the Baker’s Hearth bakery at Mayo Clinic Health 
System in La Crosse. It’s a position that was made possible 
through the assistance of the Wisconsin Department of 
Vocational Rehabilitation, which works hand-in-hand with 
organizations like Catholic Charities to fi nd jobs for persons 
with disabilities.

Luke says it’s his favorite job since entering the workforce in high school. “I like making labels and packaging bakery items,” 
he said, citing those tasks because they allow him to use his digital technology skills. 

Joan Porath, nutrition services coordinator at the Mayo cafeteria, said Luke has adapted well to his 7 to 9 am job. “He is so 
diligent and always on time,” she said. “In fact, he’s usually here before the restaurant opens, ready to begin work. He has a 
routine.” 

Known for his impersonations and character voices, he frequently cracks-up his co-workers, a unique skill that he hopes to 
extend to voice-over work some day. 

Prior to working at the bakery, Luke obtained valuable work experience through part-time jobs at the Men’s Clothing 
Closet at Catholic Charities, where he folded, sorted and hung clothing; Gaming Generations, where he alphabetized and 
re-stocked videos; and Petco, where he cleaned fi sh tanks and bird cages. 

Maureen Runyon, transition coordinator at ASTS, and job coach Chelsie Swenson, 
helped Luke land those jobs and oversaw his progress with store management. “Luke 
is one of our success stories,” said Runyon. “He has worked hard to learn new skills 
and get to where he is now. I see no reason why he can’t achieve his goals.” 

Luke’s mother, Margaret Grenisen, has noted an improvement in his social 
interaction skills since he enrolled in the program. “He has grown up so 
much in the last few years,” she said.

“Maureen and staff  have been great to work with,” added Grenisen, “Th ey 
have really helped him with his self-esteem and confi dence. Th ey have a lot 
of enthusiasm, and that’s important in this line of work.”

Th e next stage in Luke’s life includes enrollment at a La Crosse broadcasting 
school, where his mom hopes he will be able to pursue his passion.

If a positive attitude and hard work count, Luke just may achieve his goal     
in broadcasting or voice-over work some day. You can be sure the staff      
at Catholic Charities is pulling for him.     
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Achieving fi nancial independence in today’s economic times is easier said 
than done, especially for single parents.

For individuals like Nicole Hollander, Project Step Up (PSU) was just 
the boost she needed to help her get on track fi nancially.

As a program within St. Lawrence Community Services, Catholic 
Charities’ charitable outreach and fi nancial services program, PSU 
off ers fi nancial counseling to families who are struggling to make 
ends meet for themselves and their children.

Hollander, a single mom who was burdened with mounting debt and 
bills, said she couldn’t have survived fi nancially without the aid of the 
program.

“I absolutely couldn’t have done it without Catholic Charities and 
especially the help of Carmen Engelman (PSU coordinator),” said the 
appreciative Hollander. “Th ey didn’t judge me, and that gave me hope.”

Hollander’s story is a model of success. With Engelman’s coaching and 
mentoring, she was able to establish fi nancial goals, including creating a budget 
to meet those objectives. It was a fi rst step in improving her fi nancial literacy and 
stability.

At fi rst the goal was modest – being able to aff ord diapers for her infant daughter. 
Once that was achieved, she set her sights on two much larger goals: paying off  her car 
loan and buying a house. Within six months, she was able to pay off  her car. Soon thereaft er, she was able to achieve her 
biggest challenge of buying a house. Th ose accomplishments, along with opening savings accounts for herself and her 
daughter, were all accomplished within one year of beginning the program.

Quite an accomplishment for someone who earns a living on a $10 an hour job!

“I’d be lying if I said there weren’t some tough days,” said Hollander. “But it was nice to have someone there for support 
along the way.”

Project Step Up, a program under our blanket of St. Lawrence Community Services, strives to assist clients with long-
term fi nancial success rather than short-term fi xes.

Project Step Up Promotes Financial Stability
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catholic charities mission & values

Mission Statement
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of La Crosse proclaims 
Christ’s Gospel of Life and promotes human dignity by

alleviating poverty, and strengthening individuals and families.

Values Statement
Anyone wanting to be a leader must fi rst be the servant. If you choose to 
lead, you must serve (cf. Mark 9:33).
Th ese values are a guiding expression of the vision and mission of 
Catholic Charities:   
Respect  Dignity  Integrity Compassion 
Hospitality Excellence Stewardship

Catholi
Christ’

alleviating 



ADOPTION SERVICES
40 children found forever families through our birth parent, 
relative and international adoption programs.
4,405 individuals benefi ted from the encouragement and 
instruction received through our Post Adoption Resources 
program.
52 birth parents were supported through pregnancy to live 
birth.

COMMUNITY HOMELESS FACILITIES 
15,215 sheltered nights of service were provided to the many 
poor, hurting, homeless and oft en “faceless” people in our 
communities.
31,527 meals were served to the Eau Claire Sojourner House 
and La Crosse Winter Warming Center shelter guests.

DISABILITY SERVICES
44,841 hours of service were provided to students 
with behavioral disorders, autism spectrum, and other 
developmental disabilities to help them stay in their homes 
and be successful in school.

DISASTER RELIEF
17 families received assistance with disaster relief and 
recovery service.
DOMESTIC ABUSE PROGRAM
211 victims received assistance and direct services in 
Crawford County.

MIGRATION, IMMIGRATION AND REFUGEE 
ASSISTANCE (MIRA)
257 clients, from over 37 diff erent countries, received legal 
services in their quest for US citizenship or permanent 
residency. 
REPRESENTATIVE PAYEE PROGRAM
556 clients throughout the southwestern part of the Diocese 
received confi dential and supportive assistance with 
budgeting their fi xed income to meet their basic needs while 
planning for future goals.

ST. DAMIEN OUTREACH
35 clients received pastoral care and practical support from 
Catholic Charities staff  and volunteers. We provided a 
compassionate presence to those living with HIV/AIDS and 
support to those who love them.

ST. LAWRENCE COMMUNITY SERVICES

7,238 families and individuals received charitable outreach 
assistance with utility, food, transportation, health related, 
housing, clothing and other basic human needs.

1,664 families reached through various fi nancial literacy 
programs; helping to try to make a permanent change in 
their fi nancial situation. 

1,858 individuals and families received housing counseling 
session to learn how to stay in their homes.

VOLUNTEERS
Over 764 volunteers provided over 20,640 volunteer hours of 
service; helping Catholic Charities in its mission.

2012 Services Provided 
   Your Help...Their HOPE!         

     

2012 PROGRAM EXPENSES 
Adoption Services 478,835
Community Homeless Facilities 321,027
Disabilities Services 1,541,390
Domestic Abuse 50,722
Fundraising & Development 241,291
General & Administration 5,342
Migration & Immigration Assistance 105,760
Parish Social Ministry    71,188
St. Lawrence Community Services  989,060
TOTAL $3,804,615

2012 REVENUE
Program Fees 2,072,197
Contributions & Grants 1,682,769
Investment & Other Income 196,325
TOTAL $3,951,291

ASSETS 2012
Current Assets 922,386
(cash, accounts receivable, prepaids)
Property & Equipment  491,955
(net of depreciation) 
Other Assets 1,599,564
(assets whose use are limited) 
Benefi cial interest in perpetual trust 3,637,263
TOTAL ASSETS  $6,651,168

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS 2012
Current  & Non-Current Liabilities 1,150,260
(accounts payable, deferred revenues)
Unrestricted Net Assets 1,203,474
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets 655,613
Permanently Restricted Net Assets  3,641,821
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $6,651,168

2012 Finances



Dear Friends:

Th is past year represented a banner year for Catholic Charities. Not only did we 
serve a record number of individuals and families through our programs, I am also 
pleased to report that Catholic Charities was re-accredited by the Council on 
Accreditation (COA). Aft er an exhaustive evaluation of our programs, COA awarded 
us with the highest level of compliance.

I am very proud of our dedicated staff , who is committed to  the highest performance                                 
standards and who has a fi rm belief in serving individuals and families with the utmost 
dignity and respect. Th e re-accreditation affi  rmed that we are on the right track for providing 
the services that the people of the diocese deserve.

One of the most notable achievements of the year was in our service to the homeless. In its fi rst full year of operation, 
Sojourner House in Eau Claire provided more than 12,000 sheltered stays for the homeless of the Chippewa Valley, while 
the Warming Center in La Crosse also served a record number of individuals. 

Another program underwent some changes to better address the needs of the fi nancially burdened in the diocese.               
St. Lawrence Community Services (formerly Emergency Services) was restructured to provide long-term fi nancial 
education and assistance rather than focus on short-term fi nancial aid. 

With 2012 behind us, we will once again strive to make like easier for the poor, homeless and disenfranchised who rely on 
us for help. We wish to thank you for sharing with us God’s love by serving others.

Sincerely yours in service, 

Deacon Richard Sage
Executive Director
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AbbyBank
Abuse Task Force
Alliant Energy Foundation, Inc.
American Family Insurance
AnnMarie Foundation, Inc.
Arnold and Lois Domer 
Foundation
B. A. and Esther Greenheck 
    Foundation
Bank of America
Blanche M. Walsh Charity Trust
Brown County United Way

Catholic Campaign for Human 
    Development
Catholic Charities USA
CITI
City of Eau Claire
City of Wausau
County of Eau Claire
Crawford County Domestic Abuse
Edward & Hannah M. Rutledge 
    Charities
Frank G. Andres Charitable Trust
Franciscan Sisters - Ministry Fund
Green Bay Packers Foundation
Housing Cost Reduction Initiative

Incourage Community 
     Foundation
Koch Foundation, Inc.
National Foundation for Credit 
    Counseling
Raskob Foundation
Richland County United Givers 
     Fund
Robert & Eleanor Franke 
Charitable 
    Foundation, Inc.
Russell L. and Vera M. Smith   
    Foundation, Inc.
Th e ShopKo Foundation

United Way of Dunn County
United Way of Greater Chippewa 
    Valley
United Way of Marathon County
United Way of Prairie du Chien 
     Area
Wausau Women In Action Group
Wells Fargo Foundation
Wisconsin Trust Account 
     Foundation
WI State Council Knights of 
     Columbus
Xcel Energy

2011-2012 Catholic Charities Board of Directors

Th anks to the many communities, organizations, trusts, and foundations that fi nancially support our mission.



$10,000 and above 
Bishop Callahan and the Diocesan  
    Annual Appeal
Mark and Karen Drazkowski
First Lutheran Church, Eau Claire
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual    
    Adoration, La Crosse
Hansen Family Foundation
Rev. William J. Matzek
Th e Newman Community, 
     Eau Claire

$5,000 to $9,999
2 Anonymous Donors
Blessed Sacrament Parish, 
    La Crosse
Melton and Leann Breed
Edward and Roseanne 
    Buchberger
Ron and Jeanette Hammes
Immaculate Conception Parish, 
     Eau Claire
Nesnah Ventures, LLC
Daniel and Nancy Robinson
Sacred Heart Hospital, Eau Claire
Paul and Judith Schams
Noel Smith
St. James the Greater Parish,
     Eau Claire
St. Olaf Parish, Eau Claire
Valleybrook Church, Eau Claire

$1,000 to $4,999
Anonymous Donor
Sofia Adams
Scott and Becky Alexander
Mary Kelly Anderson
Dr. Michael and Marilyn Banasik
Mary Baron
Bessemer Trust
Kurtis and Angela Breiling
Chris and Reyne Check
Citizens Community Federal 
    Bank, Eau Claire
Coulee Region White Cane Club, 
     La Crosse
Harry Doweiko
Eau Claire Morning Rotary Club
English Lutheran Church, 
     La Crosse
David and Kathryn Everest
First Congregational United   
     Church of Christ, Eau Claire
First Presbyterian Church, 
     La Crosse
Joyce and Peter Flanagan
Annette Friedewald
John Gaska
Raymond and Marie Goldbach 
    Foundation, Inc.
Grandmas Gone Wild, La Crosse
David Hall
Joan Hamblin and David 
    Schifeling
John and Donna Hansen
Hayden and James Hauser
Lewis Hemstock

Robert Hollern
Hospital Sisters of St. Francis
Steven and Jennella Hunsley
Institute of Christ the King, 
     Wausau
Scott and Donna Johnson
John A. Kaiser Law Firm
Rev. Joseph Keating
James and Patricia Kirchner
Kathy Kovell
Gary and Patricia Kurtzweil
Julia Kyle
Jacqueline Lindner
Bruno Lizon Estate
Mary, Mother of the Church 
     Parish, La Crosse
Diane and Mike Moss
Tim and Myrna Murphy
Barbara Murphy
Donna and Finian Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond D. Nass
Arlene O’Loughlin
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 
     Eau Claire
Gary and Elizabeth Peckham
People’s Bank, Eau Claire
Paul and Mary Therese Rinzel
Timothy and Dianne Robertson
Ronald and Darlene Rogoski
Robert and Maureen Smith
Kathy Spelker
St. Anne Parish. Wausau
Larry and Tamara Stelter
The Washington Post Company
Trinity Lutheran Church, 
     Eau Claire
Truist
Dale Vogt
Mary Jo Werner
Kathleen and Case Wewerka
Jerry and Susan Wirtz
Wisconsin State Council Knights 
     of Columbus
Duane and Margaret Wolding
Marc Wuensch
Lawrence Zimmerman

$750 to $999 
Mark and Minda Chamberlain
Michael Clauson
Bruce Coequyt
Faith Lutheran Mission Church, 
    Inc., Eau Claire
First Presbyterian Church, 
    Eau Claire
Francis and Arlene Furlano
Connie Marshall
Mauston/Sparta Deanery 
     D.C.C.W.
Mayo Clinic Health System, 
     Eau Claire  
Scott and Renee Roemhild
Kevin and Mary Wolosek
XCEL Energy Foundation 
    Matching Program

$500 to $749
Anonymous Donor
Dr. Dennis Bardelmeier
Bauer Built Inc.
Blessed Sacrament Men’s Club, 
     La Crosse
Blessed Sacrament Women, 
     La Crosse
Amy Boller
Celine Boxrucker
Arthur Boxrucker
William Boylan, DDS
Breakfast Optimist Club, 
     La Crosse
Chippewa Valley Cultural 
    Association
Co-op Credit Union, 
     Black River Falls
Dr. David and Bettyrose Corser
Coulee Bank, La Crosse
Thomas Derr
Clarence and Sandra Durr
M. Thomas and Kathleen 
    Edwards
Norman and Mari Erickson
JoAnn Eversole
Tom and Jean Farrell
First Congregational Church,
     La Crosse
First Lutheran Church, Onalaska
Mary Fitzpatrick
Karen and Robert Guggenbuehl
Healthy Living Chiropractic, 
     LLC, La Crosse
Deacon Bryan and Michelle Hilts
Holy Family Parish, Stanley
James Ivens and Cara Syth
Marek and Dorota Kaminski
Thomas and Maureen Kieffer
Douglas and Karen Knight
Knights of Columbus, Eau Claire
Kenneth Komro
Steven and Dianna Kuderer
Anna Kujak
Robert Linzmeier
Laurel and Marcus McEllistrem
Mega Foods, Eau Claire
Dr. Sheila Momont
Lisa Mueller
Dr. John and Joan Mueller
Charlotte L. Nesseth
James Novak
Olivet Beacon of Light Lutheran 
    Church, La Crosse
Jim and Donna Omernik
Mark and Pamela Outzen
Richard and Mary Piltz
Brendan Pratt
Richard Rady
Regis High School, Eau Claire
Roger Resar
John and Patricia Roou
Sacred Heart of Jesus St. Joseph 
    Parish, Boyd
Richard and Julie Salvesen

Jeanne Sauer
Daniel and Linda Schaefer
Deacon Samuel and Judy 
    Schmirler
James and Ann Seubert
Paul and Diane Silva
St. Florian Parish, Hatley
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran 
    Church, Prairie du Chien
St. Rose of Lima Parish, Cadott
Mark and Amy Steigerwald
The Prudential Foundation
Fred and Marilyn Tiller
Margaret and Joel Torgerud
Lois Umhoefer
Viterbo University
Dee and Michael Webber
Geraldine Westaby
EC Woodfire LLC

$250-$499
2 Anonymous Donors
AbbyBank, Wausau
Deacon David and Marie Allen
Steve and Robin Bahr
Dorothy Barry
Rev. Don Bauer
Joseph Becker
Larry Becwar
Bruce Beyer
Robert Binzel
Earl and Elaine Bonsack
Brainard Funeral Home, Wausau
John Bresina
Diane Lynne Brimmer
Patrick Brunet
Adam and Beth Burmeister
Duane Calkins
Mary and John Carlson
Chapel Heights United Methodist 
    Church, Eau Claire
Chippewa Valley Century Ride
Community Foundation for the 
    Fox Valley Region, Inc.
Crucifi xion Council of Catholic 
    Women, La Crescent MN
James and Karen Curtis
Gregory and Ann Dachel
Lester and Rosemary Davis
Richard and Judith Dee
Harold Dolan III
Domtar Industries Employee Fund
Eileen Walsh Doyle
Eau Claire Elk Ladies
Eau Claire Seymour Lions Club
Dolores Eeg
Kenneth Flottmeier
Fowler & Hammer, La Crosse
France Propane Service, Wausau
Anita Froegel
Bernadine Gavelek
Joseph Glodowski
Th omas and Kim Gonyo
Kenneth Graves
Gary and Patricia Gray

In grateful appreciation of its benefactors, Catholic Charities is pleased to acknowledge 
your gifts. It is through this financial support that Catholic Charities is able to continue 
its care to those in need in the Diocese of La Crosse. We compile the lists in our annual report 
with care.  If you find your name has been omitted or misspelled, please accept our apology.  Any errors 
or omissions are inadvertent and we would be grateful if you will notify us, so our records will be 
correct in the future.



$250-$499 cont.
Pamela Gray
Great River Community Medical 
    Clinic, Prairie du Chien
Greenheck Fan Corp., Wausau
Edward and Barbara Grygleski
Gundersen Health System, 
     La Crosse
Gundersen Health System 
     Foundation, Inc., La Crosse
Rose Halverson Estate
Steven Hammes
Harley Owner’s Group, 
     Chippewa Falls
William and Vicki Hawn
Deacon Glen and Christine Heinzl
Janice Hoeschler
Betsy Jane Holland
Holy Name of Jesus Parish, 
     Wausau
Holy Trinity Parish, La Crosse
Ralph and Peggy Hudson
Immaculate Conception School, 
    Eau Claire
Lois Jenco
Clarence Jilk
Bruce and Susanne Johnston
Robert Jothen

Deacon Richard Kostner
Bonnie Kraft 
Joseph and Barbara Kruse
Floreine Kurtzweil
La Crosse Insurance Agency, Inc.
Vicki and Steve Lange
John Leinfelder
Mayo Foundation for Medical    
   Education and Research
Connie Melland
Rev. William Menzel
Rev. Michael Mertens
Moen Sheehan Meyer, Inc., 
     La Crosse
Morrison & Associates, La Crosse
Mount View Service, Inc., Wausau
Th omas Naiberg
Elizabeth Nelson
Tom and Lori Nigon
O’Flaherty Heim Egan & 
     Birnbaum, La Crosse
Mark and Tammy Orgel
Randi and Laurie Sazama Osberg
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church,    
     La Crosse
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 
     La Crosse

Donald Padesky
Parish Council of Catholic 
     Women, Galesville
Rodney and Janet Rubenzer Pike
Poellinger Electric, Inc., La Crosse
Preston Chiropractic Offi  ce   
     Menomonie
Mary Raedel
Red Balloon Child Care, La Crosse
Dr. Robert and Deborah Ridenour
Th omas Roberts
Genevieve Rogness
Daniel and Carol Sacia
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, 
     Eau Claire
Charles and Patricia Sans Crainte
Mark and Margaret Schneider
James Shippy
Robert Skemp
George and Marita Smith
Rev. Al Sonnberger
Douglas and Mary Koller-Sperle
Dr. Francis and Elaine Spika
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
     Fall Creek
Shelly Statz
Stevens Point Co-op

Agnes Stipetich
Kathleen Swan
Jeff rey Th ompson and Sandra 
     Romagnoli-Th ompson
La Crosse County Chapter of   
     Th rivent Financial for 
     Lutherans
John Tomasik
Dr. John and Roberta Ujda
UMR Insurance Co., Onalaska
University Lutheran Church,
     Eau Claire
Phyllis Vakrzewski
Nicholas Veverka
Marion Villeneuve
David and Carolyn Von Weiss
Michele Wallus
Mary Colleen Walsh
Ronald Warloski
Larry and Marcia Weber
William Welch, Sr.
Wells Fargo, La Crosse
Dr. Timothy and Jane Wengert
Western Wisconsin Urology, 
     Eau Claire
Kate Hale Wilson
James and Betty Wozney
Richard Ziemann

Catholic Charities is very grateful to all donors, monetary and in kind, supportive parishes, and grantors, for their continued 
support of our work.  In an eff ort to save on resources, we have only listed a small portion of our generous donors.  However, 
you may review an extended version of our 2012 Annual Report by visiting us online at www.cclse.org.  Th ank you!
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We invite you to join us in serving others!  Visit our 
website at www.cclse.org or call 1-888-212-4357 today 
to learn how you can become involved!
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